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We pay our respects to and honour our First Nations, 
and acknowledge the land of the Gadigal, the Country 
upon which we rehearse, sing and work. Our voices 
bring to life the songs of many cultures and countries, 
from across the ages, in a spirit of sharing, learning 
and understanding. The ancient customs and cultures 
of this land inspire us to create harmony: in music and  
in our society. 

In 2023 we continue our tradition 
of beginning each concert with 
a musical Acknowledgement of 
Country, Tarimi Nulay – Long 
time living here by Deborah 
Cheetham, Yorta Yorta composer, 
soprano and educator. The 
Gadigal words are generously 
supplied by Matthew Doyle. 
In singing this work, we 
acknowledge the profound 
cultural and spiritual connection 
to the land on which we sing. 



Voice. Energy. Joy. 

2023 is a very special year for Sydney 
Philharmonia Choirs. We’re back in residence at 
the Sydney Opera House, we’re collaborating 
with our friends at SYO on a project that’s as 
daring as it is ambitious, and we have a rich 
banquet of music to sing for you.

After 20 years as music director of this 
remarkable organisation, planning the 2023 
season has forced me to reflect on what 
makes it truly unique in the international 
arts landscape. We’re a volunteer-fuelled 
organisation that performs at the highest 
possible standard in ensembles that cater 
for singers from all walks of life. As much 
a family as it is a thriving arts organisation, 
Sydney Philharmonia brings people together 
and creates community – uniting singers and 
audiences with voice, energy and joy.

Looking back, there have been standout 
concerts, wonderful tours and joyous 
new works from local and international 
composers. And those highlights are 
honoured in a season where many of the 
musical choices not only resonate with my 
own career but are pillars of the repertoire 
this organisation does so well. 

There’s joy in some of my earliest musical 
loves, from Handel to Broadway, and in our 
Christmas programming. This is the kind 
of music that makes me – and I hope our 
singers! – feel like a kid in a candy store. 
There’s energy in choral blockbusters 
like Orff’s Carmina Burana and the 
Verdi Requiem, and in the thousand-
voice ChorusOz we’re assembling to 
sing life-changing Mahler. And there’s 
the excitement of experiencing new 
masterpieces such as The Little Match 
Girl Passion and MacMillan’s Stabat Mater 
along with favourites of the repertoire. 
But above all, there’s voice – the voice 
of passion, the voice of faith, the voice of 
inspiration… and the voices of our singers.

The singers I’ve had the honour to lead 
have been my finest teachers. They’ve 
taught me not just about music and 
conducting but also about commitment, 
friendship and hard work. They’re the 
backbone of this organisation and a most 
extraordinary group of people. 

This season is a gift from them to you.

Brett Weymark OAM  
Artistic & Music  
Director

Elizabeth Scott 
Associate Music 
Director
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Saturday 8 April | 1pm

Sydney Opera House  
Concert Hall

HANDEL Samson

Brett Weymark conductor

Nicholas Jones  
tenor (Samson)

Symphony Chorus

Sydney Philharmonia 
Orchestra

Hot on the heels of Messiah, Handel 
embarked on another masterpiece: a 
new oratorio on the story of Samson, the 
Bible’s original muscle man. This is Biblical 
drama at its very best – vividly imagined 
music composed with the finest actor-
singers in mind, an opera in all but name. 

Handel plunges into the action: we meet 
Samson, already shorn and blinded, living 
in a “total eclipse”, a broken prisoner of the 
Philistines. And over three acts, the music 
traces a psychological drama that ends 
with the destruction of the temple and the 
hero’s ultimate redemption. This great but 
all too rarely performed oratorio shows 
Handel’s gift for musical characterisation 
with rousing choruses for devout Israelites 
and decadent Philistines, and exquisite 
arias, ranging from Dalila’s alluring music 
to the rejoicing sounds of “Let the bright 
Seraphim”, the much-loved highlight. 

For Samson, Symphony Chorus, some 
of our favourite soloists and a massive 
orchestra (by baroque standards) will unite 
under the baton of Brett Weymark to bring 
the theatre into the concert hall. Join us 
to hear the Handel we all love: brilliant, 
heroic and triumphant!

Raise the roof, bring down 
the temple – with Handel’s 
mightiest oratorio!
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Revisit an era of lush orchestrations, 
toe-tapping tunes and upbeat choruses 
that changed the face of musical theatre 
forever. With a star-studded cast and 
more than a hundred choristers, we’re 
celebrating the Golden Age of Broadway 
in a program filled with the brilliant music 
of Cole Porter, Richard Rodgers, Leonard 
Bernstein and more. 

Music was the salve of the 1940s – a time 
in dire need of laughter and lightness – 
and composers answered the call with 
optimistic musicals such as On the Town 
and Kiss Me, Kate, while stars like Gertrude 
Lawrence and Danny Kaye lit up the stage. 
The Golden Age reached its zenith in the 
1950s, when audiences filled theatres to 
see shows like Guys and Dolls and My Fair 
Lady. In the 1960s, Broadway’s audiences 
thrilled to the sounds of Mame, How to 
Succeed in Business Without Really Trying 
and Hello, Dolly! 

It’s a musical world that’s close to Brett 
Weymark’s heart, and high-energy 
repertoire in which we truly shine. So 
sit back and let us transport you to the 
Golden Age of Broadway.

This Concert Hall performance will be 
broadcast live to a ticketed audience on 
the Forecourt, as part of Inside/Out at the 
House, celebrating 50 years of the  
Sydney Opera House. Find out more at  
sydneyoperahouse.com

All the classic favourites 
in a dazzling tribute to the 
great Broadway musicals.

Saturday 6 May | 7pm

Sydney Opera House 
Concert Hall

Choruses and songs 
from the great Broadway 
musicals, including Guys and 
Dolls, Gypsy, My Fair Lady 
and Hello, Dolly!

Brett Weymark conductor

Symphony Chorus

Sydney Philharmonia 
Orchestra
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Saturday 20 May | 2pm

Sydney Opera House  
Concert Hall

VERDI Requiem

Brett Weymark conductor

Maija Kovalevska soprano

Deborah Humble 
mezzo-soprano

Diego Torre tenor

David Greco bass

Festival Chorus

Sydney Philharmonia 
Orchestra

Ten minutes into Verdi’s Requiem, the 
“Dies irae” (Day of Wrath) thunders through 
the hall, carrying all who hear it on a wave 
of terror as Verdi dials the drama up to 11. 
At the other extreme is the anguish of the 
weeping “Lacrymosa” and the gleaming 
serenity of the “Lux aeterna” (Light 
Eternal). Verdi has given us a musical 
expression of grief that’s both deeply 
intimate and supremely spectacular 
and that combination is what makes his 
Requiem one of the best-loved choral 
works in the repertoire.

Verdi’s Requiem might be funeral music –  
a mass for the dead – but its emotional 
impact, and the sheer drama of the music, 
is equal to a night at the opera. So if  
you love his operas (think Rigoletto,  
La Traviata, Aida…) join us to experience 
the genius of his Requiem with our 
biggest choir, the Festival Chorus, stars of 
the Australian opera stage and the Sydney 
Philharmonia Orchestra in full force.Immerse yourself in 

the operatic drama and 
awesome splendour of 
Verdi’s mass for the dead.
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Sunday 11 June | 5pm

Sydney Opera House 
Concert Hall

MAHLER Symphony No.8  
(Symphony of a Thousand)

Brett Weymark conductor

Maija Kovalevska soprano

Anna-Louise Cole soprano

Deborah Humble  
mezzo-soprano

Diego Torre tenor

Jud Arthur bass

ChorusOz 2023

Children’s Chorus

The Sydney Youth Orchestra 
with members of Sydney 
Philharmonia Orchestra

ChorusOz – our annual “big sing” – 
brings together a community of singers 
from across Australia and around the 
world for an exhilarating weekend of 
intensive music-making. And this time, 
as ChorusOz returns after a three-year 
hiatus, we’re going bigger and better than 
ever before with a complete performance 
of Mahler’s Eighth Symphony, his 

“Symphony of a Thousand”. 

We’re setting our sights on a “symphony 
of a thousand” – literally! ChorusOz will be 
joined by eight renowned Australian soloists, 
a children’s chorus and an orchestra of 
more than a hundred, and you’re invited 
to join us as we rehearse and perform 
Mahler 8 in the inspirational surrounds of 
the Sydney Opera House Concert Hall.

Mahler’s Eighth Symphony was the first 
choral symphony to make the voices 
completely integral to the music – the 
singing almost never stops. This is 
truly a big sing – universal in scope, a 
celebration of the Creative Spirit and the 
redemptive power of love. And whether 
you’re in the audience or part of the 
thousand-voice choir on stage, ChorusOz 
2023 promises an unforgettable and life-
changing experience. 

ChorusOz takes place on Saturday 10 and 
Sunday 11 June. To sign up as a participant, 
visit sydneyphilharmonia.com.au – no 
prior singing experience required.

“ Imagine the whole  
universe beginning to sing 
and resound. These are no 
longer human voices, but 
coursing planets and suns.” 

   Gustav Mahler
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Saturday 9 September | 2pm

Sydney Opera House 
Concert Hall

HENRY Murrgumurrgu (Ibis)*†

KATS-CHERNIN  
Human Waves*†

ORFF Carmina Burana

Brett Weymark conductor

Kanen Breen tenor

Festival Chorus

River City Voices

Sydney Philharmonia 
Orchestra

* Concert premiere

†  From 100 Minutes of New 
Australian Music Project

Carl Orff’s Carmina Burana is the 
blockbuster of the choral repertoire, the 
kind of music guaranteed to keep you on 
the edge of your seat. Its worldly – and 
occasionally naughty – texts were 
assembled by mediæval monks, but its 
flamboyant music is barely a century old. 
From the rousing chorus of “O Fortuna!” 
to the intrepid tenor (the inimitable Kanen 
Breen) voicing a roasting swan at the top 
of his range, Carmina Burana will take 
you on an exhilarating and often visceral 
journey through the rhythms of life. 

We’re also thrilled to present the concert 
premiere of Elena Kats-Chernin’s Human 
Waves. With words by fellow-pianist 
Tamara-Anna Cislowska, it charts stories of 
struggle and success from the rich tapestry 
of Australia’s migrant history, finding 
inspiration in the diversity of cultures and 
traditions that make up our society. 

Murrgumurrgu, by First Nations artist 
James Henry, takes its title from the 
Yuwaalaraay name for the ibis, which 
breeds on the Narran Lakes before 
coming to Sydney to find food. 

“ O Fortuna!” – fate and 
fortune across the oceans 
and across the centuries.

1313



“ It’s not often that the composer of a 
new work gets a standing ovation,  
but then every new work isn’t like 
James MacMillan’s Stabat Mater.”

  The Times
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Thursday 12 October | 7:30pm

Saturday 14 October | 2pm

The Neilson, Pier 2/3  
Walsh Bay Arts Precinct

ANDERSON  
I Sing in My Heart*†

PÄRT Festina lente

PÄRT Fratres 

ORLOVICH Joyful, Joyful!†

BRINSMEAD 
Cantate Domino*†

MACMILLAN Stabat Mater**

Brett Weymark conductor

Chamber Singers

Sydney Philharmonia 
Chamber Orchestra

* Premiere

†  From 100 Minutes of New 
Australian Music Project

** Australian Premiere

In this concert Brett Weymark showcases 
one of the most exquisite combinations 
in music: the sound of a virtuoso chamber 
choir with string orchestra. And the 
program he’s chosen reflects the musical 
richness of the Christian liturgical tradition 
and the inspirational vision of faith.

Australian composers Matthew Orlovich, 
Daniel Brinsmead and Andrew Anderson 
offer fervent and heartfelt expressions of 
joy, hope and simple devotion. Arvo Pärt’s 
signature bell-like style is represented 
by two of his most popular instrumental 
meditations – Festina lente and Fratres. 

But the heart of this concert is music by 
James MacMillan, whose sublime anthem 

“Who Shall Separate Us?” was heard in 
the funeral service for Elizabeth II. His 
setting of the Stabat Mater is a fiercely 
impassioned evocation of Mary’s grief 
at the foot of the cross, finding soaring 
moments of extraordinary beauty and 
consolation in the heart-breaking drama 
of this most sorrowful of Christian texts. 
The Stabat Mater might be a 13th-century 
litany but in MacMillan’s hands it becomes 
a deeply personal and devastatingly 
immediate account of a mother’s anguish.

Joy and anguish:  
musical visions of faith.
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“ Lang’s retelling of Hans Andersen’s fairy 
tale is an entrancingly beautiful piece...
What makes it so compelling is the 
haunting vocal writing.”

  The Guardian
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Friday 13 October | 7:30pm

Saturday 14 October | 7:30pm

The Neilson, Pier 2/3  
Walsh Bay Arts Precinct

BYRNE  
Four Songs from Grimm’s

BYRNE The Six Swans

CRELLIN New Work*

LANG  
The Little Match Girl Passion

Elizabeth Scott conductor

VOX

Luke Byrne piano

* Premiere

In a Sydney Philharmonia Choirs first, we’re 
presenting one of the most profound choral 
works of our time: David Lang’s Pulitzer 
prize-winning Little Match Girl Passion. 

Lang takes Hans Christian Andersen’s 
dark tale – almost too despairing to be 
a children’s story – and views it through 
the lens of Bach’s St Matthew Passion, 
weaving its narrative of suffering and hope 
with commentary and reflections that 
heighten its emotional impact. 

“There is no Bach in this piece,” says 
Lang, “and there is no Jesus.” Instead he 
substitutes the suffering of the Little Match 
Girl for Jesus’ suffering, “elevating her 
sorrow to a higher plane”.     

Musically, The Little Match Girl Passion 
combines the clarity of unaccompanied 
voices with the antique aura of bells and 
drums, building a haunting sound world 
from the simplest of means. It’s impossible 
to hear this breathtaking music – this 
passion for our time – and be left unmoved.

To complement Lang’s 35-minute oratorio, 
we’ve chosen music for choir and piano 
by Australian composers Luke Byrne and 
Naomi Crellin. And in another Sydney 
Philharmonia first, VOX will be performing 
in the welcoming and intimate space of 
The Neilson: the new state-of-the-art 
277-seat auditorium at Pier 2/3 Walsh Bay 
Arts Precinct.

A modern reflection 
on a tragic fable – a 
passion for our time.
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Saturday 16 December | 2pm

Sydney Opera House 
Concert Hall

JS BACH  
Christmas Oratorio:  
Parts 1–3

Brett Weymark conductor

Chamber Singers

Sydney Philharmonia 
Orchestra

When JS Bach was at the height of his 
powers he created a monumental musical 
work for the Christmas season. Although 
he called it an oratorio, it was in six parts – 
one cantata for each of the first six days of 
Christmas. His listeners would have heard 
these in church services, with prayers, a 
sermon and congregational singing. But 
the genius of the Christmas Oratorio is 
that the music works brilliantly on a larger 
scale – tracing the Christmas narrative in 
satisfying style.

In this concert we’ll perform the first three 
cantatas, beginning with thundering 
drums, trumpets and the thrilling sound of 
exultant voices lifted in praise: “Shout for 
joy!” The sweet pastoral sounds of flutes 
and oboes colour part two and its tender 
scenes in the lowly stable. Festive colours 
return as the shepherds arrive to witness 
the Lord of Heaven. In Bach’s hands 
the mystery of the Nativity finds perfect 
expression in glorious music. 

Conducted by Brett Weymark, the finely 
tuned voices of our Chamber Singers and 
the Sydney Philharmonia Orchestra find 
an impeccable balance between baroque 
expression and epic musical effect in this 
uplifting Christmas event. 

“ Shout for joy!” and 
celebrate Christmas 
with Bach.  

1919
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“ …A wonderful celebration of 
seasonal music and the occasional 
festive poem.”

  broadwayworld.com, 2018

2020



Friday 15 December | 8pm

Saturday 16 December | 8pm

Sunday 17 December | 2pm

Sydney Opera House 
Concert Hall

RUTTER Gloria

TCHAIKOVSKY  
Nutcracker: Suite

BYRNE Capricorn

and an eclectic mix of 
Christmas music

Elizabeth Scott conductor

John Bell actor

Julie Lea Goodwin soprano

Symphony Chorus

VOX

Christmas Choir

Sydney Philharmonia 
Orchestra

Carols at the House is back! True to 
form, we’re combining beautiful and 
uplifting music with your favourite 
Christmas carols and filling the Concert 
Hall of the Sydney Opera House with 
the sound of a 600-strong choir and full 
symphony orchestra. 

Australian stage icon John Bell will shape 
the program with moving and thoughtful 
spoken interludes. Popular soprano Julie 
Lea Goodwin is our featured soloist. And 
conductor Elizabeth Scott has chosen the 
perfect selection of music for this family-
friendly concert.  

John Rutter’s Gloria is the highlight: a 
magnificent setting of the words the 
angels spoke to the shepherds on the 
first Christmas Night. Blazing brass, 
gorgeous harmonies and ecstatic 
singing. Highlights from Tchaikovsky’s 
Nutcracker ballet music set the party 
mood. Favourites ranging from Irving 
Berlin’s White Christmas to the Ukrainian 
Carol of the Bells will evoke a northern 
hemisphere Yuletide, while Australian 
carols, both classic and new, and Luke 
Byrne’s rapturous Capricorn bring the 
concert Down Under. Add in opulent 
arrangements of carols and popular 
standards, stirring baroque choruses, 
some unexpected delights and plenty of 
audience participation – perfection.

Join in the Carols at the House tradition 
and celebrate Christmas with us!

A Christmas treat for the 
ears and for the heart. 
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CONCESSIONS
Concession tickets are available to current 
holders of means-tested Australian 
pensions (Aged, Disability, Veterans’ Affairs, 
Supporting Parent) and to Australian full-
time students. The Concession discount 
does not apply to Seniors Card holders. 
Proof of concession eligibility must be 
supplied when booking and may be 
required before admission to each concert. 

Youth tickets apply when aged 30 or under 
on 1 January 2023. There will be a limited 
allocation of Youth seats at selected concerts.

TICKET EXCHANGES & CREDITS 
If your plans change, you have the flexibility 
to swap your concert for another SPC 
concert in the 2023 Season. 

ACCESS 
Sydney Philharmonia Choirs is a Companion 
Card affiliate. 

To book wheelchair or accessible seating 
spaces at any of our venues, please call us 
on (02) 8274 6200. For more information 
regarding accessibility services at our venues 
visit sydneyphilharmonia.com.au/access

COVID-19 CONDITIONS
Conditions for attending and performing in 
concerts continue to evolve constantly.  
For the latest terms around attending  
or cancelled concerts visit 
sydneyphilharmonia.com.au/covid-19

ALL DETAILS, TERMS AND CONDITIONS  
CAN BE FOUND AT  
WWW.SYDNEYPHILHARMONIA.COM.AU

Booking details

CONCERT PAGE

FULL PRICE CONCESSION UNDER 
30s 
YOUTH 
(C&D)PREMIUM A B C D PREMIUM A B C D

SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE CONCERT HALL 

Handel’s Samson 4

129 105 85 60 45 116 92 75 55 41 30

The Golden Age of 
Broadway

6

Verdi’s Requiem 8

Carmina Burana 12

Bach’s Christmas Oratorio 18

Carols at the House 20

ChorusOz Mahler 8 10 85 77

THE NEILSON – PIER 2/3, WALSH BAY ARTS PRECINCT

MacMillan’s Stabat Mater 14 75   Stalls & Balcony 
50  Side & Rear Balcony N/A

The Little Match Girl Passion 16

https://sydneyphilharmonia.com.au/access/
https://sydneyphilharmonia.com.au/covid-19/
https://sydneyphilharmonia.com.au/


Thank you! 
Sydney Philharmonia Choirs 
gratefully acknowledge the 
vision, commitment and 
generosity of our supporters.

$40,000+
Anonymous (1) 

$10,000 – $39,000
Robert Albert AO and Libby Albert
Justice François Kunc and Felicity Rourke
Anonymous (1)

$5,000 – $9,999
Stephen and Jennifer Cook
Ruth Edenborough
Dr David and Sarah Howell
John Lamble AO

Jacqueline Rowlands
Anonymous (1) 

$2,500 – $4,999
Lyn Baker
Susan Barrett
Christine Bishop
Nathalie Deeson – in memory of 
Brian Deeson
Prof. Jenny Edwards
Warren Green
R&J Perry Family Foundation
Jean Taylor
Anonymous (1) 

CENTENARY CIRCLE
Robert Albert AO and Libby Albert
Prof. the Hon. Dame Marie Bashir AD CVO

Ian and Claire Bennett
Christine Bishop
Olivier Chretien
Katie Blake and Michael Jackson
David and Halina Brett
Nathalie Deeson
Ruth Edenborough
Prof. Jenny Edwards
David and Sue Ellyard
Kate Foot
Dr Carolyn Lowry OAM and Peter Lowry OAM

Peter and Lisa Macqueen
Dr John O’Brien
Rosalind Strong AM and Antony Strong
Kay Vernon
Sara Watts
Anthony and Annie Whealy
Jacqui Wilkins
Cathy and Jon Williamson
Anonymous (1)

$1,000 – $2,499
Tel Asiado
Jock Baird – in memory of  
Annette McClure
Katie Blake
Sue Bowring
Patricia Bradley
James Cox
Rouna Daley
Julie and Bill Dowsley
Vesna Hatezic
Fiona Joneshart
Iphygenia Kallinikos
Lilly Krienbuhl
M and D Langford
Rachel Maiden – in memory of  
Tony Maiden
Jolanta Masojada
Helen Meddings
Jeffrey Mellefont
In memory of Helen Pedersen
Beverley Price
Felicité Ross
Sydney Philharmonia Choirs  
Supper Club 
Judge Robyn Tupman
Kay Vernon
Sara Watts
Marianna Wong
Anonymous (1) 

$500 – $999
Carole Bailey
C A Bessemer
Julian Coghlan and Andrea Beattie
Ian Connolly
Patricia Curotta
Jane Diamond
Robert Green
Shirley Hofman
David Jacobs
Maggie McKelvey
Bernadette Mitchell
Robert Mitchell
Chris Moore
Dimitry Moraitis and Peter Morgan
Mary Mortimer and Donald Denoon
William Napier
Anna Pender
Valerie Rendle
Georgia Rivers
Paul Roper
Meg Shaw
Ernestine de Vries
Anonymous (1)

VICE-REGAL PATRONS
The Hon. Margaret Beazley AC KC, 
Governor of New South Wales 
and Mr Dennis Wilson

VICE PATRONS
Prof. the Hon.  
Dame Marie Bashir AD CVO

Lauris Elms AM OBE DMus (Syd)

AMBASSADOR FOR SINGING
Yvonne Kenny AM

BOARD
Jacqui Wilkins Chair
Tracey Jordan President
Andrea Hoole Treasurer
Ian Bennett, Katie Blake,  
Bill Napier, Georgia Rivers, 
Ben Yi

 
Please consider making 
a donation to Sydney 
Philharmonia Choirs. Your gift 
of any size would make a vital 
contribution as we embark on 
our new season of concerts.

sydneyphilharmonia.com.au/
donate

Donations to Sydney Philharmonia 
Choirs are recognised for 12 months 
from the date of donation. Supporters 
listed here are current as at November 
2022. Donations $500 and above 
are also listed on our website and in 
our concert program books.

https://sydneyphilharmonia.com.au/support/donate/
https://sydneyphilharmonia.com.au/support/donate/


BOOK YOUR TICKETS  
sydneyphilharmonia.com.au

DONATE
sydneyphilharmonia.com.au/donate 

Facebook-square Sydney Philharmonia Choirs  
instagram @sydney.philharmonia    
Youtube SydneyPhilharmonia1

SING WITH US IN 2023
At Sydney Philharmonia Choirs there’s a choir 
for you. If you’re a great shower singer or have a 
busy schedule, our Festival Chorus, ChorusOz 
or Christmas Choir might be ideal. If you want 
the challenge of singing in one of our auditioned 
choirs, you could try our young adult choir 
VOX, our Chamber Singers, or our Symphony 
Chorus, which performs regularly with the 
Sydney Symphony Orchestra. Find out more at 
sydneyphilharmonia.com.au/choirs
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